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This week in Washington, Moscow, and
now Kiev, we celebrated an alliance that
turned back the forces of fascism 50 years
ago. Our victory was shared. But its cost to
the people of the former Soviet Union was
unique. On this land alone, more than 5 mil-
lion Ukrainians lost their lives to the war.

Now, the tremendous will the Ukrainian
people brought to the war effort is building
a great future for this nation. The United
States has an important stake in that future.
A secure, stable, and prosperous Ukraine can
become a hub of democracy for Central Eu-
rope and an important political and economic
partner for the United States.

Already, we have seen what such a part-
nership can accomplish. Ukraine chose to
give up nuclear weapons when the former
Soviet Union dissolved. Your decision has
made the Ukrainian people, the American
people, and the entire world much safer and
more secure. On behalf of the United States,
I want to thank you for that brave and wise
decision.

We have also been heartened by the bold
steps Ukraine has taken over the past several
months to foster free markets. Those were
the right steps and the international commu-
nity has given the right response: large-scale
assistance to help Ukraine stay on the path
of reform. I want President Kuchma and the
Ukrainian people to know that the United
States and the West will stay the course with
you.

I look forward to discussing the potential
for strengthening the economic ties between
our two nations. The private sector can be
the engine of economic growth for Ukraine.
And as prosperity takes hold, 52 million
Ukrainians can become major consumers of
our goods and services. That will produce
more jobs, at better wages, in both our coun-
tries.

The United States admires the extraor-
dinary progress Ukraine has made in such
a short time. Building democracy and a suc-
cessful market economy takes time and pa-
tience. Ukrainian people are demonstrating
an abundance of both, and I am here to reaf-
firm our country’s strong support for your
courage and vision.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:25
p.m. in the Mariinsky Palace Courtyard. In his
remarks, he referred to President Leonid Kuchma
of Ukraine and his wife, Lyudmyla Niaolayivna
Kuchma.

Statement on Extension of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
May 11, 1995

Today in New York the nations of the
world made history. The decision by consen-
sus to extend indefinitely the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty without conditions is a
critical step in making the American peo-
ple—and people throughout the world—
more safe and secure. It will build a better
future for our children and the generations
to come.

Indefinite extension of the NPT has been
a central priority of my Administration—the
primary item on the most ambitious arms
control agenda since the dawn of the nuclear
age. For twenty-five years, the NPT has been
the cornerstone of global efforts to reduce
the danger of nuclear weapons. Today’s over-
whelming consensus in favor of making the
treaty permanent testifies to a deep and abid-
ing international commitment to confront the
danger posed by nuclear weapons.

It is fitting that we should do this today.
This week, all the world’s peoples have joined
together to commemorate the events of fifty
years ago, when the allied forces defeated
fascism but much of the world lay shattered
by war and shrouded by the dawn of the
atomic age. After five decades of Cold War
competition and the specter of nuclear holo-
caust between East and West, the decision
to make the Non-Proliferation Treaty perma-
nent opens a new and more hopeful chapter
in our history.

The nuclear danger has not ended. The
capability to build nuclear weapons cannot
be unlearned, nor will evil ambition dis-
appear. But the overwhelming consensus in
favor of the Treaty and its future attests to
a deep and abiding international commit-
ment to confront the nuclear danger by re-
jecting nuclear proliferation. This decision
says to our children and all who follow: the
community of nations will remain steadfast
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in opposing the dangerous spread of nuclear
weapons.

I am especially pleased to receive this news
in Kiev, for Ukraine’s adherence to the NPT
as a non-nuclear weapons state and its action
to bring START I into force were major con-
tributions to the effort to achieve indefinite
extension of the Treaty. I want once more
to thank President Kuchma for these impor-
tant and positive steps.

This moment also owes much to the
progress made by the United States and Rus-
sia in reducing and dismantling strategic nu-
clear arsenals. As one of the three deposi-
taries of the NPT, Russia has worked closely
with us and others to bring about the Treaty’s
indefinite extension.

This event is a victory for all. I want to
express my appreciation to all of the coun-
tries who worked hard to achieve a successful
outcome to the NPT Extension Conference,
and who have made a decision that strength-
ens the security of every nation and of all
people.

Proclamation 6797—Mother’s Day,
1995
May 11, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, Americans pause on the second

Sunday of May to celebrate the gift of moth-
erhood. Mother’s Day reminds all of us to
honor our mothers and to show them our
love and appreciation—on this day and
throughout the year. Whether we embrace
our mothers in person or hold fast to a loving
memory, the strength of their spirit and the
blessing of their compassion stay with us for
a lifetime.

Americans’ vitality as a people flows from
the health of our families. The heart and soul
of our national life, mothers rise each day
to take on myriad tasks, from driving a car-
pool to directing a city council. They are an
anchor to generations past and a bridge to
the world of the future. Meeting the chal-
lenge of motherhood is one of society’s great-
est responsibilities, and those who do this
work every day do a service to all humanity.

Whether biological, foster, or adoptive,
mothers have a unique ability to caution and
care for their children and to instill in them
the values of honesty, respect, and faith. As
role models for their children, mothers show
by example the infinite possibilities of life.

No matter our age, our mothers are ready
to understand, to love, and to listen. We best
observe this special day by living our lives
to reflect the love they have given us and
by teaching our children to hope for a bright-
er tomorrow.

To honor all mothers and their special
place in our hearts, the Congress, by a joint
resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat.
770), has designated the second Sunday in
May each year as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and re-
quested the President to call for its appro-
priate observance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Sunday, May 14, 1995,
as ‘‘Mother’s Day.’’ I urge all Americans to
consider how much mothers have contrib-
uted to the well-being of our Nation. I call
upon our citizens to observe this day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:13 p.m., May 11, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 15.

Proclamation 6798—National Safe
Boating Week, 1995
May 11, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Recreational boating has become one of

this Nation’s most popular leisure-time ac-
tivities. It is estimated that in 1995, more
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